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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

BAPTISM 
When do we hold baptisms? 
- on the fourth or fifth Sunday of a month at 

12.15pm or 1.15pm; 
  we normally have one family at each time, 

however, there may be occasions when we 
have another child to baptise and so there 
will be two families together; 

- or at our regular worship on a Sunday 
morning at 10.00am; 

  There will be exceptions due to the church 
calendar 

How do you book a baptism? 
- collect an application form the Church 

Office 
 
 

WEDDING 
How do we book our wedding? 
-   please contact our Parish Administrator in 

the Church Office, who will discuss with 
you availability of dates and times; will talk 
to you about the qualifying connection you 
have with the parish; and will take you and 
your fiancé’s details; 

-   you will then be contacted by our vicar to 
arrange a date to meet. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ 
E-mail:  churchoffbkebly@aol.com 
Phone:  01278 769082 
Open Tuesday & Wednesday,  
10.30am-3.40pm 

Priest in Charge Revd. Simon Lewis The Rectory, Ash Trees, East Brent  
   rev.simonlewis@googlemail.com 
PCC Secretary Sandra Hanmer  01934 750076 
Churchwardens Miss Frances James 760 287    Mr Mike Smith 760 691 

Services for January 2014 
Date Service Time Church 
  5th January 
Epiphany 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship 
Epiphany Reflections   

  8.00am 
11.00am 
  5.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

12th January 
Baptism of Christ 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Iona (Celtic) Worship 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  5.30pm 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

19th January 
Epiphany 2 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th January 
Epiphany 3 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
12th January   8.00am Tim Hannah 
19th January 10.00am Messrs Harper & Smith 
26th January   6.30pm Mrs Sally Wingate 

CHURCH REGISTER 
At Rest 
Colin Baker 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister Revd. Andrew Biggs 

We would like to thank everybody who came to our Christmas coffee morning.  This 
was so well supported by our village and Link Church friends and thanks to your 
amazing generosity, we raised over £160 in aid of Syrian refugees. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on Saturday 18th January and we will 
be joining West Huntspill Methodist Church for a day of prayer on that Saturday.  This 
will be followed by a service at Our Lady and the English Martyrs in Burnham on 
Sunday 19th January at 3pm.  All are welcome to these special ecumenical events. 
From all of us, we wish you all the happiest of New Years. 
God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for January at 10.30am 
  5th January : Mrs Adele Lloyd 
12th January : Rev Andrew Biggs (Covenant Service) 
19th January : Mr David Lee 
26th January : Mrs Joyce Pipet 

Toddlers 
We had a delightful Christmas Party on the last day of term and it was lovely 
to welcome our guests Rev Andrew Biggs, Rev Simon Lewis and of course 
Father Christmas who had presents for everyone as the children had been 
so good. 
Just to let everyone know that the final total for our Children in Need 
donation was £100.  Thank you for your fantastic generosity! 

Happy New Year to all the toddlers, their families and carers and we look forward  
to seeing you on Tuesday 7th January, the first day of the new term. Jane 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The next Tennis Club Winter Whist Drive is on Monday 13th January at Ivy Clad 
Hall at 7pm.  Admission £1.50 with prizes and a raffle.   
Hope to see you all again. David Outfin 

A massive thank you  
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has contributed to my Rag 
Bag scheme in aid of my trip to Mexico. 
I am pleased to be able to say that I have raised almost £1000 pounds through this 
scheme and with the rest of my fundraised money I have achieved my target of 
£2300.  Therefore, I will no longer be using the bin to raise funds for my trip, but as 
the scheme has been such a success, I have decided to carry on running the scheme 
but for the benefit of the local community.  I will donate any money raised, half to 
Brent Knoll guides and the other half will go to the Brent Knoll church in aid of their 
youth projects. 
I hope that you will continue to support this scheme, which in turn will help to support 
our local community. 
Thanks again,   Paris Hazelton-Cavill (Young leader at Brent Knoll Guides) 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 

Kingfisher Windows
Local Family Business 

Est. 1986 by John Fisher 

For all your Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Conservatory needs

   Tel: 01278 760 616
www.kingfishercheddar.co.uk

Come and see us at our 
showroom

Unit 8, Mill Batch Farm 
East Brent, Somerset. TA9 4JN
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Parish Council Meeting Summary 
2nd December, 2013 

Meeting Attendance: 10 Councillors and 4 members of the public. 
Minutes of the November meetings: 
The Minutes of the meetings held in November were approved as true and 
accurate reflections of those meetings. 
Declarations 
Cllr Filmer on Planning matters and Personal interest on matters relating to 
Parish Hall.  Cllr Townsend a Pecuniary Interest on matters relating to 
payments. 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Quote accepted for installation of Stafford Gates. 
2. Agreement reached on replacement signage on footpath leading from 

Coombe side. 
3. Resolution to write to the school and request more considered parking by 

parents when dropping off and collecting children. 
4. A new bin for the green now to be installed. 
5. Speedwatch data to be posted on Website. 
6. Toilet block floor to be given 2nd coat of paint. 
7. To arrange a meeting with Tennis club over light Intrusion. 
8. Parish Council resolved to accept the proposed flood action plan. 
9. The Flood action group to make a purchase of suitable trailer for use with 

the newly acquired pumping equipment. 
10. The defibrillator Project is now to move forward. 

Planning Decisions  
12/13/00023: A Burnham without application to which the Parish Council have 
been invited to make any comments.  West Country Motor Homes:  The Parish 
Council decided to make no observations to this application. 
Finance Matters: Dealt with and payments agreed in line with published agenda. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk.  
Forthcoming meeting: January 6th 2014. 
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 

Royal British Legion (RBL) Women’s Section 
The Royal British Legion (RBL) is the United Kingdom’s leading service charity, 
providing practical care, advice and support to serving and ex members of the armed 
forces, their families and dependants.  Brent Knoll is fortunate in having both a men’s 
branch and a Women’s Section of the RBL, membership open to all.   
The Women’s Section has recently elected a new committee which is currently 
compiling a calendar of social and fund-raising events. We will be holding a coffee 
morning in February and a Pancakes lunch in early March.  Further details in due 
course.  Contact details are listed under Village Societies towards the back of this 
magazine. 
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Just a thought! 
There was once a man walking along a beach, so absorbed in his 
thoughts that he failed to notice that the tide was coming in rapidly 
behind him, cutting off his retreat.  He scrambled up the rocks until he found a ledge in 
the cliff but knew it was only a temporary respite, as the ledge would be covered at high 
tide.  Panicking now, he prayed urgently to God to save him. 
After a short time a passing fishing boat spotted him, and came to offer assistance.  “No 
– thank you!” he answered, “I’ve prayed to God for help, and I know he will come and 
save me.”  Time passed and the water level rose higher.  Later a lifeboat came, and 
finally a rescue helicopter.  To each of them the man made the same response, and the 
would-be rescuers went away shaking their heads.  The man continued to urgently scan 
the horizon, but finally there was no more time – and he drowned. 
I think for us today, this illustration contains a moral, which comes very close to one of 
the strands of teaching Jesus gave - allow God to be God. 
The man trapped by the tide was so sure that “God” would arrive in person and save him 
from the rising tide, that he was completely unable to recognise and accept the divine 
help he had asked for when it was offered through each of his three potential rescuers.   
There were a number of times in Scripture when even those close to Jesus sought 
reassurance that he was indeed the one from God: the “Lamb of God”, the “Messiah”, the 
“Saviour”, the “Son of God”, and that it had not all been a mistake.  John the Baptist was 
one such person when he was locked up prison: but then so might I in such a situation, 
whether that is a real prison, a prison of disease or natural disaster – I might be asking, 
“Where are you God?”  “Are you God?”   
We may not be in prison or in peril of our lives, but there are times when we do doubt, 
and seek similar reassurance.  When this happens, Jesus’ response to John the Baptist 
offers us both encouragement, and a robust challenge.  There is encouragement, in that 
we are urged to trust and use our spiritual faculties to discern the signs of the kingdom of 
God that may be hidden, but are nevertheless all around us.  But there is also a deep 
challenge to our perpetual human tendency to decide for ourselves exactly how things 
should be, and in what way God’s plan should be unfolding; or as some say, I do this on 
my own, there is no need of a God.   
Because I put God at the centre of life as The Creator, I need the prod of this verse 
from the Bible: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, 
says the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8).  It is like a good parent telling a child “I don’t think the 
way you think.  The way you work isn’t the way I work; and don’t expect it to be”.  We 
need to let go of all our specific expectations and our tendency to manipulate, and to 
allow God to be God.  . 
 Simon Lewis, Priest-in-Charge 

Fun in February 
Well, the 2014 diaries should now be filling up, so please enter first of all 
February 15th “Fun in February” when we clear up the churchyard and are 
rewarded with a free Ploughman’s’ lunch and occasional cups of tea and 
biscuits to keep the flagging spirits up.  It’s fun so if you haven’t been before 
come and give a hand. 
Next; July 13th National Garden Scheme Open Gardens combining this year with a Plant 
Heritage Special Plant Sale.  Details in the Yellow Book or Somerset leaflet when out. 
 Sue Boss 
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THE FROCK SHOP 
Dress Agency 

Brent Knoll’s Best Kept Secret  
Quality new
and nearly 

new designer
labels at

discounted
prices

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am – 4pm Mon to Sat 
11am - 3pm Sunday 
Situated behind The Acorns Café 

(formerly The Goat House) 
On the A38 at Brent Knoll 

01278 760 800 
www.thefrockshopuk.com

Adam Popham
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
Mark, Somerset,     07738221754
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Holywell Nursing Home 
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 

Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912
Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 
the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 
see them. 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping five.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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The Tale of The Teddy – a Bear Revelation 
Saturday 1st February 2014 
Do you have a much loved Teddy Bear? and would you like to learn more about this 
very varied species?  Brent Knoll Parish Hall will be hosting a sumptuous picnic 
supper at 7.30pm on February 1st 2014.  Our guest speaker, Denise Budd, is a local 
expert in this field and will be bringing some very special bears with her.  Have you a 
special bear? – we’d be delighted to see them.  
Admission £10, all Teddy Bears free.  Tickets available from The Village Shop and 
01278 760308. JB 

BRENT KNOLL JANUARY 
SALE BAZAAR 

FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 
SATURDAY 11th January 

at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh beef, pork, chicken, eggs, Cheese, Pickles and preserves. 

Mango Food, Vegetable Stall, Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes and 
Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade Cards, Silver and beaded jewellery, 

Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Textiles, etc., 
CDs, DVDs, Books and  Bric-a-Brac 

Plus Raffle 
The Parish Café will be serving Bacon and Sausage Butties and light snacks 

Entrance FREE 
Good Quality, clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or 

to Book a Table (£7 per table) Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) 
Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

What’s on in Brent Knoll 
Do you want to keep up to date with what’s happening in Brent Knoll ? 
If so, it is now really easy to do. 
If you visit www.brentknollvillage.co.uk the NEW address for the Brent Knoll Village 
Website and on the front page you will see a link “Register me for Notification of 
Updates”.  Send back your email request and from then on, every time the Web Site is 
updated with new News, new Events or the new issue of the Brent Knoll News online, 
you will receive an e-mail letting you know. 
Also if you have events coming up that you would like on the Online Village Diary, send 
the details to Owen Cullwick, the Parish Council Clerk at clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk and 
you can make sure everyone knows about it! 
Keeping up with what’s happening in Brent Knoll has never been easier !! Bob 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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History of the nursery rhyme “Christmas is coming” 
Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat 

Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat 
If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will do 

If you haven’t got a ha’penny then God bless you. 
The charitable lyrics of Christmas time and its festivity, when goose was the fare of 
the day, not turkey, although, goose is still widely eaten.  The rhyme also reminds us, 
that it is a time for giving charity, or if you have nothing to give, then give your 
blessing.  The penny referred to, is a vital part of English history with the first 
documented reference going back to 79 AD, when the first British penny was minted 
in silver.  Its design often changed with one side depicting the image of various rulers.  
The first Anglo-Saxon pennies depicted a cross on its reverse side as a symbol of 
Christianity.  These crosses were used as a guide to cut the penny in half and 
quarters, giving us halfpennies and farthings, each worth half or a quarter of the 
penny value.  The word farthing was derived from fourthing.  The penny changed from 
silver to copper in 1797, hence coppers, it then changed to bronze in 1860 and plated 
steel in 1992. 

Boxing day and Christmas box 
The origin of the name Boxing Day, the day following Christmas Day, was formerly 
known as St. Stephens Day.  For many centuries it was the custom for religious folk 
to leave a box in church during Christmas Mass, packed full of gifts and money.  The 
contents, known as “the dole of the Christmas Box” would be distributed by the priest 
to the needy on the following day “St. Stephens Day”, which subsequently became 
known as Boxing day.  It was also customary for young apprentices and boys to carry 
a box around on St Stephens’s day, to their masters’ clients, in order to receive small 
gratuities.  These tips would then be shared amongst the all the boys.  This is also the 
origin of the Christmas boxes still distributed today, with any luck!.  Prior to this, the 
custom was known as “Handsel Day” from the old English Handselen, meaning to 
deliver into the hand. RW 
WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I hope 
you may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located within the 
Parish boundary.  
Last month’s object is located at Hindaws, on the corner of Station Road 
and Crooked Lane. It has a nice opening at the base to draw the smoke 
up, which is, as far as I know, the only one of its type in the village. 

This month’s object is 
certainly unique in the village 
and, maybe, anywhere, but 
where is it? 
The answer and another 
object will be shown next 
month.                             JaPe 

FRONT COVER Photo 
Thank you to “What’s on Somerset” and photographer Bill Bradshaw for allowing me 
to use their photo of the Wassail for our front cover.  Details of Wassail on page 39. Ed 
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We hope everyone had a very happy and enjoyable Christmas. 
In November we had our annual Christmas Fayre, which was very successful.  Thank 
you for all your contributions, which were much appreciated. 
Our programme for 2014 has now been finalised.  It promises to be as interesting and 
varied as usual.  We start the year with a talk by Yvonne Bell titled ‘Serendipity’ which 
sounds very interesting. 
We would like to wish you all a very happy New Year and look forward to seeing you 
at our January meeting. 
Next meeting – 15th January - Yvonne Bell - ‘Serendipity’ 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members of all ages.  We meet on 
the third Wednesday of every month, so just come along to a meeting or contact        
Joy Collett - 01278 760 458. Trish Mace 
WI CRAFT GROUP 
Our first meeting of the year will be on Monday January 20th at 2.30pm in the 
Methodist School Room.  We are a small group who meet to knit, chat and have a 
cuppa.  We are now knitting for “Somewhere to Go”, a Weston based charity helping 
the homeless and vulnerable. 
I will also continue to collect for Romania and Mission to Seafarers.  We are grateful to 
those who are unable to attend our meetings but still donate wool or knitted items to us. 
For any further information please contact me on 760 691. Margaret Smith 
Quotes and Tips from the Farmer’s Wife 
January 
January 28th – St Glastian Day, patron saint of Linglassie. 
January Moon is called Wolf moon. 
Plough Monday, is the first Monday after Twelfth Night, when farmers 
return to a full day’s work after the Christmas break. 
Not a great deal of activity in the garden: now is the time to get the tools restored, 
ready for action in the Spring, have your mower serviced, sharpen shears, hoe, spade 
and well oil, before storing. 
A couple of old wives tales which you may be familiar with:- 

1) Don’t go out in the cold with wet hair, or you will catch a cold. 
2) If you have itchy palms, it’s right to receive, left hand to pay out. 
3) If you spill salt, pick up a pinch of salt and throw it over your left shoulder.  Do this 

three times to avoid bad luck. 
4) An ulcer on the tongue means someone is talking about you.  The same goes if 

you have ringing in your ears. 
5) The first sighting of the new moon through glass, bad luck follows until the moon 

wanes. 
A thought by John Osborne 

It’s wise to pause and consider 
Another’s point of view, 

For the man who’s unwilling to listen 
Is seldom worth listening to. 

 Farmer’s Wife 
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Hopkins Plumbing
Heating  Boilers  Kitchens  Bathrooms  Garden Taps  Drains 

If Natural Gas, LPG or water connects to it,
I can install, fix or service it!

Landlords Certificates  -  Boiler and Fire Servicing 
Efficient work & friendly approach - No job too Small 

Over 25 years experience  -  Quality & Value 

07740 605507 
Or 01278 760710 

159240

 
PETER EVERETT 

Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 

Highbridge 
Somerset 
TA9 3YA 

 
01278 793223 

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Rd,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764 

Berrow  
Medical Centre 

Berrow Health Campus 
Brent Road 

Burnham-on-Sea 
TA8 2JU 

 
01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
���
���%��&�'����#��(��

%	�
������ ���	

�����	�#������������

����)���
�������
���*

$�%�������������#�
���&'"(�����#������

�+����*
)"**����+�� *"��,!�,-.



��

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 

OFSTED Registered
OUTSTANDING NURSERY EDUCATION

(OFSTED June 08)
Full Day Care 8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri (Term Time) 
Ages 2 Years to 11 Years 
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds 

Tel: 01278 769126
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
Early Maps – 14 
To discover when the boundary changes between Brent Knoll and Mark, mentioned in 
last month article, actually happened, I consulted Kelly’s Directories, which provided 
information about most towns and villages throughout the country from 1861 until 
1939.  It listed “Clergy, Gentry and Private Residents” (basically those with money!) 
and those in “Trades and Professions” (as Trade Directories still do), preceded by a 
summary of the village.  One detail invariably quoted amongst the summary detail 
was the acreage of the village and this can often make for very interesting reading.  
Unfortunately it neither states, in most cases, exactly when any changes shown 
actually occurred, nor which part of the parish was affected.  Hence we discover that 
South Brent had numerous changes in the period covered, but have no way of 
discovering from the Directory neither exactly when, nor which of its immediate 
neighbours was affected, by each or any of the modifications, 
In 1861 the parish had 3500 acres according to the Directory, but by 1866 this figure 
had changed to 3426 acres, a loss of 74 acres.  Within less than a decade a further 
change was reported, as the 1875 Directory records an additional loss of 36 acres, 
bringing the total down to 3390 acres.  No further change took place for over twenty 
years, when, by 1897, a further 58 acres were lost, bringing the total acreage down to 
3332 acres.  In 1906, breaking the downward trend, the total had risen to 3439 acres, 
an increase of 107 acres, though shortly after, reported in 1910, an almost identical 
change was made the other way, when 100 acres was lost, bringing the total to 3339 
acres.  
Each of these changes may potentially involve the loss of the area which has now 
become a part of the parish of Mark, as they define the net total area listed at any 
particular time and, consequently, could consist of some areas added since the last 
recorded acreage and some areas which have been lost.  However, the most likely 
time for this change occurs between 1914 and 1919 when the largest change of all 
brings the total acreage down to 3089 acres, a loss of a further 250 acres. 
Only one further change is shown up by 
Kelly’s Directories, when, between 1923 and 
1927 a further 63 acres were lost, bringing 
the total to 3026 acres.  This means that, in 
less than 100 years, the acreage of Brent 
Knoll parish diminished by 474 acres, almost 
one seventh of its earlier size.  When I have 
managed to find the breakdown of these 
statistics in more detail I will show the actual 
areas affected by each change. 
With reference to the two areas mentioned 
last month as potential open field systems, 
one is noted in Pamela Slocombe’s book, 
“Mark – A Somerset Moorland Village”, as 
Vole Field and is also described as such on 
the Brent Knoll Tithe Map (see map 
adjoining).  
 Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories - Continued 
Pamela’s book suggests “it 
probably provided arable land 
originally just for the hamlet of 
Vole”, which seems reasonable 
given its name (incidentally, a 
hamlet was a small group of 
houses which was not large 
enough to support a church).  
However, the other area, which is 
shown in the map adjoining here, 
contains two areas which are also 
referred to as “fields”.  What is 
known as a field today would, 
much more likely, have been 
called a close in former times and 
a field, prior to the time of 
enclosure, would have been an 
open area divided into strips for 

arable farming.  Note that one of these fields is East Field.  
An undated, but early 20th century map (below), shows the location of Vole, with Vole 
Field as a tick to its left and East Field ticked on the top right, just above the third field, 
which is named above as Coxham Field, also divided into strips.  As most medieval 
villages had a two field system we should expect to find at least Vole Field and East Field 
belonging to Vole. 
A ham is a plot of land, often one found near a river or in a wet place, and frequently a 
place of common pasture.  As the Pillrow Wall runs just off this map and it is part of Mark 
Moor, it would appear that Coxham fits neatly with both descriptions, but the ‘field’ part 

begs the question as to whether it was arable or pasture and I assume that there was a 
family named Cox which established the prefix.  
Mark, by the way, was originally two separate tithings, Mark Tithing, owned by the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells and Moor Tithing, owned by the Abbot of Glastonbury.  Vole is in what 
would have been Moor.  John Page 
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www.gth.net

Westcountry Specialists
Sales, Lettings & Management of Residential, Agricultural & Commercial Property

Planning & Development, Building & Design, Fine Art

Somerset ■ Dorset ■ Devon ■ London

Residential ■ Lettings ■ Agricultural ■ Commercial ■ Fine Art ■ Land & Planning

Greenslade Taylor Hunt
75-77 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TA8 1NW

T: 01278 782326, Email: residential.burnham-on-sea@gth.net
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Women’s Society 
Happy New Year! 
Those members who were able to join us for our Christmas dinner at 
the Red Cow, had a super evening-and a noisy one!  Thank you to 
Mike and his staff and to everyone who came along. 
On January 30th we meet at 4, The Willows, where Mrs June Hill will tell us about her 
visits to a school in Mombasa.  Some of us have been able to knit teddy bears which 
June will take with her on her next visit to the school.  The children love the teddy bears 
and cuddle them when asleep, so if anyone would like a pattern for the bears, I have 
some here and if you could knit one, it would be much appreciated.  Just give me a ring 
and I will pop a pattern in your letter box - thank you. 
On Thursday February 27th we meet at Park Lodge, Brent Street, at the home of Dot and 
John Hatfield.  Their daughter Julie is going to show us a DVD of her cycle ride across 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 
If you would like to join us do come along or ring Julie or Ann if you need a lift. 
 Ann (760 148) 
Women’s Institute 

At our December meeting, we were entertained by the Coastline Singers 
with Christmas carols and songs.  They really got us into the Christmas 
spirit helped by mulled wine, mince pies and gingerbread men. 
At the meeting on January 8th at the Parish Hall at 2.30pm, we are holding 

a Beetle Drive.  We will be pleased to welcome visitors who would like to come along and 
see what the WI is all about. 
The winner of the Flower of the Month competition was Phyllis Loynd. 
A Happy and Healthy New Year to all our members. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
We would  like to thank Paul and Sarah at Woodlands for giving 33 Meet and Eaters a 
very enjoyable Christmas lunch.  The table looked stunning and the food was 
delicious.  Santa managed to fit in an early visit too. 
Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella would also like to thank all our regular diners for their 
most generous Christmas presents and the beautiful cyclamens.  We look forward to 
seeing you and any new diners in February. Look out for a date in the BKN. 
 Liz, Rosemary, Bella and Weit 
What is the “200+ Club”? 
This is a brief explanation of the “200+ Club” for those who are not currently members. 
Members purchase one or more “Numbers” for £ 12 each.  All Numbers are entered into 
12 monthly draws with prizes of £20 and £12, plus two special prizes, one in June of £60 
and one in December of £120. 
If more than 100 numbers are purchased, the number of prizes is increased to keep the 
prize money and the chance of winning roughly in proportion.  The draws are made at 
Village Events and winners are published in the Brent Knoll News.  Winnings are paid by 
cheque. 
If you would like to join the “200+ Club” with a chance to win a prize and to support the 
Parish Hall at the same time, please see the article and application form in this issue of 
the Brent Knoll News. Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
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“200+ Club” Cracking Christmas Draw 
The December draw was made at the Christmas Bazaar.  The lucky numbers were 
drawn by John Page and several of the shoppers and stallholders and the winners 
were:- 
 

December No. Prize Name  
First Prize 333 £ 120 Mrs D.J. Jones Hedge End Southampton 
Second Prize 49 £   60 Mrs J.E. Driscoll The Willows Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 08 £   40 Mr K.A. Blick Severn Drive Thornbury 
Fourth Prize 99 £   40 Ms C.A. Filmer California USA 
Fifth Prize 226 £   20 Mr & Mrs R.A. Vohra Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 322 £   20 Prof. R.G. Austin Bracknell Berkshire 
Seventh Prize 139 £   16 Mr P.J. Bull Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 161 £   16 Mr & Mrs D.K. Berry Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Ninth Prize 137 £   12 Mrs K.M. Roberts The Willows Brent Knoll 
Tenth Prize 260 £   12 Mr B.M. Driscoll The Willows Brent Knoll 
Eleventh Prize 60 £   10 Mr R. Fairchild Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Twelfth Prize 309 £   10 Mr & Mrs N. Field Church Lane Brent Knoll 
Thirteenth Prize 33 £     8 Mr & Mrs A.R. Evans Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourteenth Prize 50 £     8 Mrs W. Burkhill Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fifteenth Prize 132 £     6 Mr A.E. Bell Harp Road Brent Knoll 
Sixteenth Prize 247 £     6 Mr J.R. Hughes(Donate) Church Lane Brent Knoll 

Thank you to all the members of the 2013 200+ Club, your support has helped make sure 
that our Parish Hall can meet the needs of our local community and remain at it’s heart. 

Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator, Brent Knoll Parish Hall Committee 
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Your Local Family Will 
Writing Service 

Est 2003
Home Visiting 
Free initial Advice 
Wills and Trusts 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney

Secure Document Storage 
Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Fully CRB Checked 
References provided 
Professional Indemnity Cover 

Contact
Owen J Cullwick

01278 794 463 
07927 445 215 

owen@cullwick.co.uk
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
The next Girls Just Wanna Have Fun will be on Thursday 23rd January, 7.30pm at 
Woodlands, £5.  We will be having a cosy evening playing games by the log fire. 
All our evenings are casual, friendly and fun so if you haven't been before, do join us, 
there are different faces every time so it is a great way to meet some fellow villagers 
or maybe someone you haven't seen for ages. 
Please contact Caroline at the Post Office if you have any questions. 
Tel: 01278 760225  -  Email: cheesechen@hotmail.com Caroline 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
The popularity of the above television programme has helped to make tracing one's 
ancestry a widespread pastime. Along with the coming of the Internet, researching 
one’s ancestors is so much easier but nonetheless very interesting.  
Surnames of the British Isles generally fall into only four categories which are: 

a) surnames based on the first name of the ancestor or his/her father or mother, 
e.g. Thomas, Osborn, Knott;  

b) surnames recording localities or places where ancestors originated, e.g. 
Freestone, Townsend, Borland; 

c) surnames recording the occupation of the ancestor, e.g. Ward; Carpenter, 
Harper 

d) surnames that are nicknames e.g. Long, Short.  
Most of my research into my antecedents was done in the 1970s, which necessitated 
visits to churches and record offices to pore over old registers, bishops' transcripts, 
settlement certificates and the like.  According to my researches my surname of 
'Freestone' comes from the village of Freiston to the east of Boston in Lincolnshire 
near the Wash.  This was 'the town of the Friesians', which gained its name from a 
group of Friesians who came over from the Friesian Islands, North Holland in the 5th 
and 6th centuries with the Saxons and Jutes.  Collecting the incidence of the surname 
in the telephone directories of the 1970s (I needed to get out more!) showed a 
preponderance of people with that name in a swathe of the country from Lincolnshire, 
Leicestershire, Northants (my home county), Cambridgeshire and Suffolk.  I have 
traced my direct line back through Leics, and Lincs.  I will never be able to prove or 
disprove this theory but am happy that there is an element of truth in it.  
In 1752 one of my ancestors moved from Leics to Northants in search of work hence I 
am a child of the 'County of Spires and Squires' as it is known.  I discovered a 
Settlement Certificate in his name, which meant that should he fail to find work in his 
new county, the original one would help him out, a form of 18th century Social Welfare. 
Oliver Cromwell and his men rampaged through Northants and even watered their 
horses in the church of my home town!  Sacrilege!  When I mentioned Cromwell and 
the damage he and his men had caused to an elderly  vicar in another nearby village 
church, his benign face suddenly clouded over and in a devilish voice, he spat out, 
"Yes and I hope his soul is still roasting in hell!"  This was some 300 years or more 
after the event.  I thought this was a 'little over the top!' 
So - did the doctor bring you in his black bag, were you found under the gooseberry 
bush, did the stork bring you - or did your mother have a normal pregnancy? 
I would be interested to know. Brian D. Freestone 
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“200+ CLUB” – 2014 
There’s been a Tremendous response to the 2014 200+ Club, with 240 numbers now 
reserved!  We are guaranteed to be able to continue the club in 2014.  So far we have 
issued 14 extra numbers to new members, but we are still waiting to hear back from 
many existing members.  So if you were a member in 2013, please return your reply 
slip and if you weren’t, you can join by filling in and returning the application form 
below.  Don’t forget, the more members the more prizes! 
Anyone aged over 16 years can be a member of the 2014 “200+ Club”.  Don’t forget 
your relatives and friends can join (they don’t even have to live in the village).  As well 
as locals, we have members from America, Australia, Canada, Cheshire, Dorset, 
Edinburgh, Kent, Southampton, Taunton, Wales, Wellington, Weston, and even 
Burnham-on-Sea!!  Your chances of winning are much better than the Lotto! 
It would be most helpful if you could return your completed application form to me, 
together with your subscription, as soon as possible, either via the Village Shop or 
directly.  I will then write to all members, giving them details of their allocated 
number(s), so please reply soon. 
Wishing you all a Lucky and Prosperous New Year! 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2014 

WIN UP TO £120!! 
Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including: 

 1st Prize  £ 20 + others including  £ 12 
In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including: 

Summer Draw Christmas Draw 
  1st Prize  -  £ 60     1st Prize  -  £ 120 

The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as 
high.  In 2013 we will have paid out 111 prizes totalling over £ 1,700!! 

Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month) 
ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48, 
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop. 
You can apply for 1 or more numbers.  Why not get your friends and family to have a go and 
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time. 
Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms …………………………………………………………… 
Address ………………………………………………………………………… 
 ………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone ………………………………………………………………………… 

Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club” 
Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number. 

                               Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”                             01 
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 

 

Colour analysis & Beauty therapy   
Treatments available at The Woodlands     

Country House Hotel for both  
guests and non-guests  .

07530160279
www.confidenceincolour.co.uk 
           

 
           CC In Room Beauty 

@ccinroombeauty
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The Brent Knoll Inn 
Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4JG 

Phone 01278 760 335 / 07554 001 101 
Email ian@theoldpiertavern.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kasia, Ian and the Staff, welcome you to the Brent Knoll Inn which is a 
traditional country pub.  With a Friendly atmosphere, home cooked food, 
quality cask ales, traditional ciders, skittle alley available for skittles free 
to hire, meetings or other functions, 2 large gardens, which are 
designated for Dogs and their owners, and a separate garden for families.  
Food served daily and traditional home cooked Sunday Roast Lunches. 
We are now open all day 7 days a week. 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
  1st February Tale of the Teddy Bear 14th June Village Fête 
  7th March Asian Gourmet Evening 12th July Music on the Green 
12th April 60’s/70’s Night with  with “The Fallen Apples” 
  the Return of “Top Mix” 18th Oct Harvest Supper 
Next meeting - Monday, 13th January, 8.00pm, “Jubilee Room” 

Parish Hall Bookings  
The Parish Hall Bookings Diary will be accessible from the Brent Knoll Village website to 
check for availability of rooms for a three month period from the current date of your 
search.  That is once the technical glitches have been overcome!  You will still have to 
book in the usual way, but it should save on futile phone calls or emails. 
During the week, the main hall is available on Monday mornings from 10.30 to 13.00.  
The main hall is still available on the first and last Wednesday afternoon of the month, if 
any one wants to set up a monthly group.  Tuesday afternoons are also free.  If you just 
want a couple of hours there are other possible days, just phone or email me for further 
information. 
Look forward to hearing from you. Jenny Butters 
01278 760477 or jenny.butters@onetel.com 

Brent Knoll Local History Society (BKLHS) 
There will be NO meeting of the BKLHS in December (too close to Christmas!), but 
we will resume in the new year on Monday January 27th in the Jubilee Room of the 
Parish Hall, from 7:30pm. 
In November we concluded two topics started in October.  One concerned the old 
cottage which had been a secret war-time communications centre.  A picture showed 
how a building, comprising two semi-detached cottages in Battleborough Lane, had lost 
one of the cottages, due to major deterioration, by this time, so the second had become 
the one that was used for the radio centre.  This picture and information followed a very 
nice meeting with Mrs Monica Huntley, who had lived at The Laurels during the war and 
whose father and brother were the two operators.  The other concerned the bridge over 
the Pilrow Cut at Mark, showing that in Collinson’s History of Somerset, published in 
1791, South and East Brent, Lympsham and Berrow were still responsible for the 
maintenance, so presumably lost the judicial arbitration mentioned previously. 
We also had a small quiz question, which you may like to try.  Which are the first four 
villages lying directly due east of the top of Brent Knoll?  The answer appears on 
page 41. 
Following this, we looked at some old maps of the area, including Morden’s of 1620, 
Kitching’s of 1749 and Bowen’s of 1750, discussed some of the changing features 
and mapping techniques and then compared parts of the Pilrow Cut then and now. 
Finally we spent some time looking at newspaper articles from just over 100 years 
ago.  Of particular interest was the revival of the Brent Knoll steeplechase (any 
volunteers for its second revival?) and one relating to the invasion of Danes in this 
area, which proved to be almost totally wrong!  A review of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
covering the period gave a very different view to that expressed in the newspaper 
article.  Which just goes to show that they were no better then than now!     John Page 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Paul Gilmour from Cadbury Garden and Leisure delivered his 
Christmas talk with his usual sparkle and enthusiasm.  This time his 
subject was Dressing Christmas Trees with a demonstration.  His first 
piece of advice was regarding the treatment of real trees.  If you have chosen a small 
growing tree don’t forget to water it daily.  After Christmas you can put it on into a slightly 
larger container into John Innes Number 3 with some bark mulch and remember to water 
it until you bring it in for Christmas 2014.  Also be careful of the type of fir tree you 
choose if you are planning to plant it in the garden after the festive season as some 
varieties can grow up to 120 feet.!!  Should you purchase a cut tree cut an inch or more 
from the bottom and stand it in water immediately to help prevent needle drop.  Even 
when you bring the tree into the house – keep watering.  Very Important is to make sure 
it is stable. 
Paul gave 3 steps to decorating your tree.  Lights first, next ribbons and finally baubles.  
Regarding lights he suggested 200 on a 4 foot tree and if you have a tiny tree he said 
that using lights of one colour only usually look best.  With wired ribbons and similar 
green garlands he suggested using them for filling in the centre of the tree especially if 
there are any empty spots and finally the baubles.  While Paul was imparting this 
information he was actually dressing a tree to demonstrate what he was saying and 
included lots of anecdotes to keep us amused. 
Next we had a variety of Goodies to eat washed down by wine or fruit juice and a jolly 
good chat!!! 
Dates of future Meetings:-   
January 2014 No Meeting 
Wednesday 12th February Extra Meeting to discuss our programme for the coming year, 

to be held at The Pavilion, Lympsham 2.30pm. 
Finally, I hope you have a Happy Christmas and Good Wishes to All for 2014. 
 Mariette Denison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Well, how did it go, this Christmas?” 
“Quite good, what the wife bought me was the right colour and the right size!” 

“So that’s good then, nothing to go back to be exchanged then.  What did she buy 
you?” 

“A tin of paint for the fence I keep forgetting about!” 
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23B Church St, 
Highbridge, 
Somerset, 
TA9 3AG 

01278 795556 
 

Re-Upholstery 
Modern or Antique Furniture 
Repairs 
Spring Replacement 
Foam . . Cut to Size, largest stock in the area 
All work Guaranteed 
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Let’s  Celebrate 
Cakes by Alison 

 
Wedding and Celebration Cakes 

 Cupcakes and Sugarcraft workshops 
AAlison 07825 233665 

www.lets-celebrate.uk.com          

   Reliable Professional Driver 
No distance too far! 

         
  Call: 760592 or 07950 304196 

for a quote 

Licensed for Private Hire by Sedgemoor DC 

SW AIRPORT CARS
PERSONAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

EXECUTIVE TRAVEL AT TAXI PRICES! 
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Your New Year Sudokus 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A    1      
 

B 3  4     9 6   
C  2    5    
 

D      4 2   
 

E     7 8    
 

F 6 5   3     
 

G   6  8   7 3
 

H 7   9      
 
J      3   5

A record 15 persons solved last month’s rare Sudoku including 3 new entrants 
highlighted in bold.  One lives in China!  They were Ivor Ainsworth, Klaus Brenner, 
Pauline Chadwick, Mac Hares, Holywell Nursing Home, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, Chris 
Marsh, Frankie New, Margaret Rogers, David Scoins, John Spiers, Caroline Sturgess, 
Ted Toon and Gordon Watson.  Some said it was a bit trickier!  Vicky Jones won the 
ballot.  All numbers in this month’s rare Sudoku appear just twice except number 1, 
which occurs once.  Might be tricky again?!  Send your solution to 48, Brent Street or 
david@flockman.com.  If there are several winners, there will be another ballot. 
 David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – More Insults! 
"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." - Samuel Johnson

 Friendly Pharmacist 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A   9   5    
 

B     8     
C   2  3    
 

D  6      
 

E   5   4  2  
 

F   8  7    
 

G 7 4      
 

H    6    
 
J    1 3 9  

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 3 2 9 7 8 5 6 1 4
 

B 1 4 5 6 2 3 9 8 7   
C 8 7 6 9 4 1 3 2 5
 

D 9 3 4 2 1 6 5 7 8
 

E 5 8 7  3 9  4 2 6 1
 

F 6 1 2 5 7 8 4 3 9
 

G 7 6 8 4 5 2 1 9 3
 

H 4 9 3 1 6 7 8 5 2
 
J 2 5 1 8 3 9 7 4 6

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 2 4 8 9 6 3 7 1 5 
 

B 7 6 3 8 1 5 4 2 9 
  
C 9 1 5 4 2 7 8 3 6 
 

D 5 8 2 7 3 1 6 9 4 
 

E 6 9 7 5 4 2 1 8 3 
 

F 4 3 1 6 8 9 2 5 7 
 

G 8 2 6 3 9 4 5 7 1 
 

H 1 7 9 2 5 6 3 4 8 
 
J 3 5 4 1 7 8 9 6 2 
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EU English 
The European Commission has just announced an agreement whereby English will 
be the official language of the European Union rather than German, which was the 
other possibility.  As part of the negotiations, the British Government conceded that 
English spelling had some room for improvement and has accepted a 5- year phase-
in plan that would become known as "Euro-English". 
In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c".. Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants 
jump with joy.  The hard "c" will be dropped in favour of "k".  This should klear up 
konfusion, and keyboards kan have one less letter. 
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year when the troublesome 
"ph" will be replaced with "f'.  This will make words like fotograf 20% shorter. 
In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the 
stage where more komplikated changes are possible. 
Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters which have always ben a 
deterent to akurate speling. 
Also, al wil agre that the horibl mes of the silent "e" in the languag is disgrasful and it 
should go away. 
By the 4th yer people wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing "th" with "z" and "w" 
with "v". 
During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary "o" kanbe dropd from vordskontaining "ou" an~:tafter 
zjz fifz yer, ve vil hav a reil sensibl riten styl. 
Zer vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu understand ech oza. Ze 
drem of a united urop vii finali kum tru. RW 

Somerset Chamber Choir Taunton concert:  
'Light out of darkness' 

Somerset Chamber Choir's next concert takes place on Sunday 5 January at King's 
College Chapel, Taunton at 3pm. 
The concert promises a feast of music for Christmas, New Year, Epiphany and 
Candlemas, including music by Bach, Berlioz, Byrd, Holst, Matthew Owens, Vaughan 
Williams, Eric Whitacre and more. With Richard Pearce (organ) and conductor 
Graham Caldbeck. 
Tickets are available from Taunton TIC (01823 336344) or online at 
www.somersetchamberchoir.org.uk  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Men’s Section 
The next meeting of the Royal British Legion will be held on Tuesday 7th  
January 2014, at the Red Cow Inn at 7.30 pm. 
All current and new members welcome.             Eddie Fuller 

Just for Fun – More Insults! 
“I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like having you here.”  -  Stephen Bishop 
"I've just learned about his illness.  Let's hope it's nothing trivial." - Irvin S. Cobb 

 Friendly Pharmacist 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates

5�
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WASSAILING 
THE APPLE TREES AT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mulled Cider SATURDAY 

 & Refreshments 18th JANUARY, 2014 
    at 7pm  

£10.00 PER PERSON  
(Children under 14 FREE)   
Entrance by ticket only 

to include a glass of mulled cider, plus FREE samples from 
a selection of WESTCROFT CIDERS (alc. 6% by volume) 

PIG ROAST & Refreshments – RAFFLE 
(with vegetarian alternatives) 

Entrance by Ticket Only - Numbers Limited: Reserve your ticket 
Tel: 01278 760 762           Car Parking available 

Tickets available in advance from Westcroft Farm 
or Brent Knoll Village Shop 

All profits go to the Sargent Cancer Care for Children Trust 
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BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
Tennis coaching will start again in early January after the Christmas break. 
Three Winter league matches have been played. 
Dave McMillan, Glen Boxer, Jackie Heard and Carole Carter won against Trull, 
Taunton. 
Dave Ward, Robin Pargeter, Hazel Boxer and Jackie Heard lost against Victoria, 
Street.  
Glen Boxer, Robin Pargeter, Karin Haverson and Alison Hillyer lost against Wedmore. 
The next match is on 12th January, against Clevedon. 
For information about the tennis club, contact alhillyer@aol.co.uk or telephone    
01934 815407. AH 

Fun Crossword Answers 
Across 
1) Clicks 
5) Non Stop 
7) Pluto 
8) Rail 
9) Pelts 
11) Even 
13) Did 
14) SNP 
16) Peke 
17) Habit 
18) Etna 
19) Nears 
20) Selects 
23) Atone 

Down 
1) Confirmed 
2) ITN 
3) Kit 
4) Spooks 
6) Sullen 
7) Piped 
10) Tank 
12) Viva 
14) Setts 
15) Penalise 
16) Pierce 
17) Honest 
21) Let 
22) Can 

ANSWER TO BKLHS QUIZ 
The first four villages due east of the top of Brent Knoll are: 
Stone Allerton, Clewer, Draycott and Priddy. 
How many did you manage? I have to admit I was a little surprised by the answer 
when I checked it out. JP 

Just for Fun - Corollaries to Murphy’s Law: 
Law of the Theatre - At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the aisle, 
always arrive last. They are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go for 
food, drinks, or the toilet and who leave early before the end of the performance. The 
folks in the aisle seats come early, never move once, have long gangly legs or big 
bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance.  The aisle people also are very 
surly folk. 
The Coffee Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask 
you to do something which will last until the coffee is cold. 
Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jam sandwich landing face 
down on a floor, are directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet FP



MBC Property Maintenance
We can take care of all of your property 
maintenance, inside and out, including

Decorating - Fencing - Decking- 
Sheds - Gardening - Flooring -

Made to Measure Metal
Gates & Railings 

No Job Too Small 

Call us on 01278 760170 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750631 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved - CASSOA 

CCTV and Lighting 
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Towing available 

OPEN ALL YEAR

4�
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1st BRENT KNOLL GUIDES 
Brent Knoll guides would like to thank everyone in Brent Knoll for 
their support in 2013.  We have had a fantastic year of activities 
and events.    
CLOTHING RECYCLING BANK FOR BRENT KNOLL GUIDES 
AND ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
Paris, our Young Leader, has completed her fundraising for her trip to Mexico in 2014 
and would like to thank everyone who has supported her.    
We have decided to keep the clothing recycling bank going and all proceeds from 
now on will be split between:  Brent Knoll Guides and St Michael’s Church.  The 
container will remain in the garden of St Michael’s House (opposite the church) 
thanks to Gary and Tania.   
Please support these two village causes when you are having a clear out of your 
clothing, shoes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, etc.  (Not duvets or pillows).  Just put 
everything into a plastic bag and place in the container.  If you need anything 
collected - just give us a ring.  Many thanks. 
SCARECROW WEEKEND 
By popular demand we will be holding a Scarecrow Weekend in 2014!!  The dates will 
be earlier next year, 26th and 27th September and therefore the theme and entry 
forms, etc. will be announced in the July/August edition of the Brent Knoll News.   
Brent Knoll guides wish everyone in Brent Knoll a Merry Christmas and a very happy 
New Year Jane 

Mango Foods Presents 

An Asian Gourmet Evening 
In the Parish Hall 

Friday March 7th at 7.30pm 
The Evening will start with a range of Indian “Street Foods” 

served with chutneys and dips 
Followed by dishes of: 

Thai chicken 
Goan fish 

Vegetable Thoran from Kerola 
Rice, Dahl, Flat breads and pickles 

Indian sweets will be served with Coffee 
Music by “The Swing Cats” 

Bar and Raffle 
Tickets £15 per person 
Admission by ticket only 

Obtainable from- Eddie Fuller 760 308, Colin Townsend 760 226 and 
Village Post Office 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – November 2013 
November began with lively Atlantic weather systems in charge and a 
continuation of October’s stormy weather.  Just after 10pm on 2nd 
November, Brent Knoll was treated to a very localised and intense 
thunderstorm, which produced 2mm (.08in) of rain and a temperature drop 
of 4.5C (8°F) in the space of 10 minutes.  The following day saw unrelenting 
rain totalling 18.8mm (0.8in), making it the wettest day of the year so far: the 
heaviest rain rather unkindly coincided with Burnham’s firework display 
(perhaps the organisers would like a tip or two from those who arrange the 
weather for Brent Knoll Fete).  Fortunately things cleared up for Burnham 
Carnival on the 4th, and on Bonfire Night there was only a shower. 
The second week of November saw high pressure building to our west and offering some 
protection from the Atlantic lows, but also pulling down polar air that made it feel chilly by 
day and taking night time temperatures close to zero.  The Atlantic lows were pushed 
north but still made their presence felt, with showers on most days during the second and 
third weeks of November: but on 21st November the high pressure moved right over the 
UK and remained there for the rest of the month, ensuring a dry end to the month with 
almost no wind. 
The high pressure brought us some clear days, but we also saw a good deal of cloud.  If 
cloud becomes trapped under a high pressure system when the sun is low in the sky, 
there may be insufficient warmth to disperse it and no wind to blow it away.  Hence high 
pressure at this time of year can mean gloomy weather, rather than the blue skies and 
sunshine we would hope to see in the Summer.  If the skies clear at night, though, then 
temperatures can drop rapidly – we recorded a low of -2.5°C (28°F) on 26th November 
when the cloud cleared in the early hours. 
November’s rainfall total was 86.8mm (3.4in) and the average temperature for the month 
was 7.6°C (48°F) – both normal values for the time of year.  There were no exceptional 
winds but a good deal of calm weather, thanks to the high pressure. 
The end of November marks the transition from Autumn to Winter, so I’ll finish with a 
brief word about the Autumn season.  It began, if you remember, with a topsy-turvy 
September that ended warmer than it began.  October was memorable for unending rain, 
with a total to match anything we saw in the deluges of 2012.  With November’s 
refreshingly normal contribution, the only outstanding feature of Autumn 2013 was the 
rainfall – it did not match last year’s total, but with 286.6mm (11.3in) of rain it was 
certainly wet.  Despite September’s oddities, the average Autumn temperature this year 
was 11.8°C (53°F), very close to normal: and, notwithstanding the unusual storm on 27th 
October, there were no exceptional winds. 
 Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL BEAT SURGERY 
our Neighbourhood Beat Officers 

PC 3874 Esther Lawson and PCSO 9613 Pauline Dixon 
 

No Beat Surgery in January 

Back in the Nuttall Room 
In February 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Neighbourhood Beat Team and discuss any issues 
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K M GORDON 
JCB PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS 
FENCING/PATIOS/DRIVEWAYS 

Tel: 01278 760 642 
Mob: 07885 251 697 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
A recent ramble took me and my dog along the river Axe, from 
the sluice gates at Diamond farm to the end of Brean Down 
opposite Uphill Marina.  The walk was only interrupted by nature, 
as all the campsites were closed and their occupants had 
returned from whence they came.  The nature interruptions 
coming from one Hare, the rest were birds; these were Gulls 
Curlew Snipe and Swans.  I sighted sixteen Swans in one group 
another group contained cob, pen and four cygnets gliding 
gracefully along a rhyne.  As I turned to return homeward I spotted what I thought was 
a hang glider coming off of Brent Knoll then it disappeared only to appear again 
seconds later.  It was then that I realised I was watching a murmuration of Starlings, 
very picturesque.  
I have been very busy this month rescuing sheep from brambles.  It starts off with an 
occasional bleat and graduates to a constant bleat until I cannot stand the assault on 
my nerves.  So off I go to locate the sheep in trouble: when I have done this and get 
within ten yards of the beast it walks out of the brambles without any help from me, 
frustrating!  
Sightings this month include three separate occasions in different locations of 
Kestrels, Woodcock and the reddest and cleanest fox I've seen in a long time.  
 The Rambler 

10 General Knowledge 
Answers 

1) St James 
2) Plantagenet 
3) Redwood 
4) K2 or Godwin Austin 
5) Longships 
6) Ohio, Iowa, Utah 
7) Rat Trap 
8) Julia Bradbury 
9) Jump Jet 
10) Brings About 

RA 
Thanks to RA for the 3 Christmas brain 
teasers, hope you enjoyed them, and 
with a bit of luck we may have some 
more later in the year. 

Ed. 
 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 205284 

RSPCA 
North Somerset Branch 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday 18th January 

Starts 2pm 
at the 

Winscombe, Community Centre, 
Sandford Road 
Lots of Bargains 

Refreshments 
Donations of jumble may be brought to 
the Community Centre from 10.00am 

For more information ring 01934 843184 
All proceeds for the North Somerset 

Branch of the RSPCA 
www.rspcanorthsomerset.org.uk 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

The Red Cow 
 Large Beer Garden FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Function Room CURRY Night - £6.00p
 Traditional Food Homemade Chicken Curry 
  Popadom & Chutney 
  Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away Our Menu is available as a Take Away 

Email: allergytesting@churchviews.co.uk 
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Diary for January 2014 Page 
30th Mobile Library [NOTE Monday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
  2nd SORT IT+ Recycling No Green Waste [1 day late]  Your House   Early!! 
  3rd Village Shop re-opens    8.00am  
  5th Somerset Chamber Choir “Light out of Darkness”  College Chapel   3.00pm 36 
  6th Classical Music Circle (Every Monday) Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm  
  6th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 

Parish Council – Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  7th Toddlers [and every Tuesday] Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  7th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 
  7th RBL Men’s Section Red Cow   7.30pm 36 
  8th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
  8th Mobile Library [NOTE Wednesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
  8th Women’s Institute “Beetle Drive” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
11th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 12, 31 
13th Tennis Club Winter Whist Drive Ivy Clad Hall   7.00pm 4 
13th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
15th DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Good Companions - “Serendipity” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
18th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   4 
18th RSPCA Jumble Sale Winscombe Community Centre   2.00pm 47 
18th “Wassailing the Apple Trees” Westcroft Farm   7.00pm 39 
20th WI Craft Group  Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
23rd Girls Just Wanna Have Fun “Games Night” Woodlands   7.30pm 27 
27th Mobile Library [NOTE Monday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
27th Brent Knoll Local History Society Jubilee Room   7.30pm 31 
28th St Glastian Day   16 
29th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
30th Women’s Society 4, The Willows  23 
Anything missing?  Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary 

Brent Knoll News - Now Digital on-line!! 
Did you know that you can read the Brent Knoll News online?  Your village magazine 
is now on the village website (address below).  You can register on the website so that 
every time it is updated you will be e-mailed, and keep up with the latest goings on! 

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2014 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Wednesday, 15th January, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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